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These award-winning books can be found in the Wallingford Public Library or in your local 

bookstores. If you don’t find a particular book on the list, browse the shelves to find another 

by the same author or ask for help at the desk. 

 

Middle School Fiction 
 

Accidental Genius of Weasel High by Rick Detorie 

How to get a new camcorder and a date with your best friend. 

 

After Ever After by Jordan Sonnenblick 

Cancer victims support each other through eighth-grade graduation. 

 

Alphabet of  Dreams by Susan Fletcher 

Mitra and her little brother are of royal blood, exiled in poverty.  Babak’s prophetic dreams causes him to be 

kidnapped. 

 

Ashes by Kathryn Lasky 

In 1932 Berlin, Gaby sees Hitler’s rise and how it affects those around her. 

 

The Bald-Headed Princes/Cancer, Chemo and Courage by Maribeth R. Dimars 

Eleven year old Izzie learns to cope with her leukemia diagnosis and treatment. 

 

Baseball Great  by Tim Green 

Josh wants to play  ball but when he is suspected of steroid use he finds himself in a struggle with a danger-

ous man. 

 

Because of Mr. Terupt   
Seventh graders share how their lives were changed by a teacher. 

 

 

 



Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez 

In the early 1960s in the Dominican Republic, twelve-year-old Anita learns that her family is involved in the 

underground movement to end the bloody rule of the dictator, General Trujillo. 

 

Bone—Jeff Smith 

Fantasy saga in comic book form. 

 

Born to Fly by Michael Ferrari 

An eleven year old girl longs to be a pilot like her World War II pilot like her father. 

 
The Boy Who Saved Baseball  by John H. Ritter 

Can an average boy, an ornery old baseball star, and one last game save Tom’s small California town from de-

struction by a developer? 

 

The Candymakers  by Wendy Mass 

Unlikely friends come together to compete in a national candy competition. 

 

Castle Glower Series by Jessica Day George 

Every Tuesday the castle magically shifts, adding and eliminating rooms. 

 

Change-Up by John Feinstein 

While covering baseball’s World Series between the Washington Nationals and the Boston Red Sox, teenage 

sports reporters Stevie and Susan Carol investigate a rookie pitcher whose evasive answers during an inter-

view reveal more than a few contradictions in his life story. 

 

Chomp by Carl Hiassen 

Wahoo and a classmate set out to find the star of a reality television show who disappears while using ani-

mals from the wildlife refuge run by his family. 

 

City of Orphans by Avi 

Mak helps his falsely accused sister prove her innocence. 

 
Closed for the Season  by Mary Downing Hahn 

An amusement park  is not all fun and games when a murder is discovered. 

 

The Contagious Colors/ Mumpley Middle School  by Fowler DeWitt 

A mysterious illness cases students to change color and Wilmer must find the cause. 

 

The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau -Banks by E. Lockhart 

Sophomore Frankie starts dating senior Matthew Livingston, but when he refuses to talk about the all-male 

secret society that he and his friends belong to, Frankie infiltrates the society in order to enliven their me-

diocre pranks. 

 

Divergent Trilogy by Veronica Roth 

Beatrice choses to be courageous and hide her divergence in order to survive. 

 



Don’t Turn Around by Michelle Gagon 

A computer genius is forced to join the hacker alliance. 

 
Eleven by Patricia Reilly Giff 

Just before his eleventh birthday, Sam discovers his own picture in a mysterious newspaper article in his 

grandfather's attic.  

 

Entwined by Heather Dixon 

A retelling of the tale of the twelve dancing princesses. 

 

Evolution, Me & Other Freaks of Nature by Robin Brande 

What happens when you don’t agree with your parents on the subject of evolution? 

 

The Eye of Minds by James Dashner 

Book one in the Mortality Doctrine series by the author of the Maze Runner series is set in a world of  hyper-

advanced technology, cyberterrorists, and gaming. 

 

Eye of the Storm by Kate Messner 

Jaden’s summer adventure with is father is filled with fear. 

 

The False Prince by Jennifer Nielson 

Sag’s life depends on playing the role of an imposter. 

 

The Fashion Disaster that Changed My Life by Lauren Myracle 

A humorous account of the difficulties of being a seventh grade girl. 

 

The Final Four by Paul Volponi 

Players at the NCAA basketball tournament struggle with pressure. 

 

First Light by Rebecca Stead 

Seven generations ago, a group of people hunted as witches escaped to a sanctuary beneath Greenland's ice 

cap. When Peter arrives in Greenland with his scientist parents, he discovers Thea and a passage to an under-

ground city.  

 

Five, Six, Seven, Nate! by Tim Federle 

Nate is preparing for his role in ET the Broadway Musical. 
 
Guitar Notes by Mary Amato 

Two form an unlikely friendship when forced to share a music practice room. 

 

Grimm Legacy by Polly Shulman 

A Grimm inspired adventure. 

 
Half Brother by Kenneth Oppel 

In 1973 a scientist brings home a baby chimp and asks his thirteen-year-old son to treat him like a brother. 

 
Herbert’s Wormhole by Rohitash Rao 

Alex and Herbert use a wormhole to travel to the future. 

 



Hidden Talents and True Talents by David Lubar 

Two in a series that follows troubled teens who find themselves at Edgeview School only to discover hidden para-

normal powers which they will need to defend themselves.  

 

How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff 

Fifteen-year-old Daisy goes to England to stay with her aunt and cousins, with whom she instantly bonds, but soon 

war breaks out and rips apart the family while devastating the land. 

 
I Am a Genius of Unspeakable Evil and I want to Be Your Class President by Josh Leib 

Seventh-grader Oliver Watson plans to use his looks, intelligence, and wealth to influence his class election. 

 

I Funny by James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein 

Jamie is determined to be the best stand-up comic ever! 

 
Insignia by S.J. Kincaid 

Sacrifices are a requirement of a soldier in outer space. 

 

Joshua Dread by Lee Bacon 

The son of supervillains and the daughter of a superhero begin to use their own superpowers. 

 

King of the Mound by Wes Tooke 

Baseball Legend Satchel Paige helps Nick recover from polio. 

 

A Kiss in Time by  Alex Flinn 

Sleeping Beauty, kissed awake by  a twenty-first century boy from Miami, follows him home where she hopes to 

win his love.  

 
The Last Dragon Slayer by Jasper Fforde 

Jennifer is the newest and perhaps, final, Dragonslayer. 

 

Liar & Spy by Rebecca Stead 

George is recruited to spy on the tenants in his building but he isn’t sure he should. 

 

Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 

A teenager struggles with the world’s changes after a cosmic disaster. 

 
The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd 

When Ted and Kat’s cousin Salim disappears from the London Eye Ferriswheel, the two siblings must work togeth-

er. 

 

Long Walk to Water:  Based on a True Story by Linda Sue Park 

Salva separated from his family during the Sudan war must walk with other tribe members in search of safety. 

 

One for the Murphys by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

Foster child Carley must decide who will be her forever family. 

 
Masterpiece by Elise Broach 

James and an artistic beetle solve an art heist in New York City. 

 



Matched Trilogy by Allyson Braithwaite Condie 

Choosing the perfect match can be difficult. 

 

Mindblind  by Jennifer Roy 

Nathaniel has Asperger’s  he also believes he can read minds. 

 
Minerva Clark Goes to the Dogs by Karen Karbo 

Independent teenage detective Minerva assists bratty Chelsea de Gruzen to locate a lost million dollar  

diamond. 

 

My Life as a Book by Janet Tashjian 

Unable to complete his summer reading list Derek still learns learns. 

 

Night of the Howling Dogs by Graham Salisbury 

While on a boy scout outing a group of campers are faced with both an earthquake and a tsunami. 
 

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 

A gorilla who lives in a mall meets an elephant with original ideas. 

 

One-Handed Catch by M. J. Auch 

Explores the struggle and hard work it takes to come back from a serious injury. 

 

Paint the Wind by Pam Munoz Ryan 

After her overprotective grandmother has a stroke, Maya, an orphan, leaves her extremely restricted life in 

California to stay with her mother's family on a remote Wyoming ranch, where she discovers a love of horses 

and encounters a wild mare that her mother once rode.  

 

Pemba’s Song by Tonya Hegamin 

As fifteen-year-old Pemba adjusts to leaving her Brooklyn, New York, home for small-town Connecticut, a 

Black history researcher helps her understand the paranormal experiences drawing her into the life of a mu-

latto girl who was once a slave in her house. 

 

Pieces of Georgia  by Jen Bryant 

Georgia works through the loss of her mother by keeping a journal provided by her guidance counselor. 

 

Pop by Gordon Korman 

Marcus moves to a new town, doesn’t make the football team and meets a mysterious man with great football 

skills. 

 

Potato Chip Puzzles by Eric Berlin 

Friends participate in a $50,000 puzzle contest and attempt to determine who wants them to lose. 

 

Powerless by Matthew Cody 

Brain power vs. super power can Dan help his friends succeed. 

 

The Raft by S.A. Bodeen 

After a plane crash, survival in a life raft is harrowing. 

 

 



The Revenge of the Witch by Joseph Delangey 

The trials and tribulations of being trained as a wizard’s apprentice. 

 

The Rock and the River by kekla Magoon 

In 1968, Sam must choose between his father who follows Martin Luther King and his Black Panther brother. 

 

Rot and Ruin by Jonathan Maberry 

Zombies have taken over. 

 

Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 

An avid runner is now an amputee. 

 

Rules by Cynthia Lord 

Frustrated at a life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence, but her 

world is further complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic. 

 
Saint Louis Armstrong Beach by Brenda Woods 

Things are different for Saint and his beloved clarinet after Hurricane Katrina. 

  

Same Stuff as Stars by Katherine Paterson 

When eleven-year-old Angel is left with her grandmother, she worries about a mysterious man who begins 

sharing with her the wonder of stars. 

 

Saving Armpit by Natalie Hyde 

The Terriers baseball team is desperate for a win and a coach. 

 

The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater 

Males are the only ones to ride the wild horses that emerge from the sea until Puck ,the first girl, enters the 

race. 

 

Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer 

To free his sister from a shape-shifting troll, Jack takes a journey with Vikings where he meets an assortment 

of mythological creatures. 

 

See You at Harry’s by Jo Knowles 

How much sadness can a family tolerate? 

 
The Seeing Stone by Kevin Crossley-Holland 

In twelfth-century England, a thirteen-year-old recounts how Merlin gives him a magical seeing stone which 

shows him images of King Arthur. 

 

Shadow by Michael Morpurgo 

An army dog saves a boy in Afghanistan. 

 
Smiles to Go by Jerry Spinelli 

Will Tuppence's life has always been ruled by science and common sense but in ninth grade, shaken up by the 

discovery that protons decay, he begins to see the entire world differently. 

 

Splendors and Glooms by Laura Amy Schlitz 

A Newbery Honor book. 

 



 
Spy School by Stuart Gibbs 

Ben gets recruited by the CIA... 

 

Stolen Children by Peg Kehret 

While babysitting, Amy and Kendra are kidnapped. 

 

Tale Dark & Grimm by Adam Gidwitz 

New and imaginative adventures await Hansel and Gretel. 

 

The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, A Princess, Some Soup, and A Spool of Thread 

by Kate DiCamillo 

The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the serv-

ant girl who longs to be a princess, and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin.  

 

Trash by Andy Mulligan 

Just  because you find it at the dump doesn’t mean it’s trash. 

 

Triss by Brian Jacques 

Three friends escape from slavery and are pursued across the sea toward Redwall by a band of freebooters 

who seek the treasure of Brockhall. 

 
The Unwanteds Series by Lisa McMann 

Brothers struggle to adjust to changes in their society. 

 
Unwind by Neal Shusterman 

In a future world where those between the ages of thirteen and eighteen can have their lives "unwound" and 

their body parts harvested for use by others, three teens go to extreme lengths to uphold their beliefs--and, 

perhaps, save their own lives. 

 

Walls Within Walls by Maureen Sherry 

A family moves to Manhattan and discovers a secret beyond the walls to their apartment. 

 

Wildfire Run by Dee Garretson 

The President’s son Luke and his friend’s vacation at Camp David is threatened by a raging forest fire. 

 
White Fur Flying by Patricia MacLachlan 

Philip does not speak.  Can the friendship of a dog change that? 

 

Witness by Karen Hesse 

A series of poems express the views of various people in a Vermont town in the 1920’s while the Klu Klux Klan 

is trying to infiltrate the town. 

 

Wonder of Charlie Anne by Kimberly Newton Fusco 

Girls of different races form a friendship in 1930, despite the struggle of the time. 
 

 

 

 



Middle School Nonfiction 
 

A Black Hole is Not a Hole  by Carolyn Cinami  DeCristofano 

Get the real scoop on black holes. 

 
Amelia Lost by Candice Fleming 

A new biography of the pioneering aviator. 

 

 
At the Sea Floor Café by Leslie Bulion 

Poems celebrating various sea creatures. 

 

Bad Girls: Sirens, Jezebels, Murderesses, Thieves and other Female Villains, Jane Yolen  

Meet twenty-six of history's most notorious women. 

 

Beyond Courage by Doreen Rappaport 

The untold story of Jewish resistance during the holocaust. 

 

Bomb:  The Race to Build—the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve Sheinkin 

The science and history of the atomic bomb. 

 

Digital Photo Madness: 50 Weird & Wacky Things To Do With Your Digital Camera by Thom 

Gaines 

A compact guide to digital photography with tips on light, composition, close-ups and finding inter-

esting subjects. 

 

Drawing the New Adventure Cartoons by Chris Hart 

Cool spies, evil guys and action heroes learn to draw them with this book. 

 
Freestyle Soccer Tricks by Sean D’Arcy 

Step by step photos give tips on perfecting soccer tricks, flick-ups and catches. 

 

Girls Got Game: Sports Stories and Poems by Sue Macy 

A collection of short stories and poems written by and about young women in sports. 

 

Good Masters!  Sweet Ladies!  Voices from a Medieval Village by Laura Amy Schlitz 

Winner 2008 Newbery Award.  Readers will meet a cast of characters from a lively medieval vil-

lage.   

 

Heart and Soul by Kadir Nelson  

Winner 2012 Coretta Scott King Award. Beautifully illustrated history of African-Americans. 

 
How They Croaked:  The Awful Ends of the Awfully Famous by Georgia Bragg 

The gory details of how nineteen world figures died before the age of modern medicine. 

 

If You Were a Chocolate Mustache by J. Patrick Lewis 

A variety of poems including riddles, limericks, story poems and more.  

 



Steve  Jobs The Man Who Thought Different by  Karen Blumenthal 

Biography  about the founder of Apple. 

 

Temple Grandin:  How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and Changed the World  by Sy Mont-

gomery 

A biography of the autistic scientist who has revolutionized the livestock industry. 

  

Titanic:  Voices from the Disaster  by Deborah Hopkinson 

Timelines and accounts of the famous ocean disaster. 

 

We’ve Got a Job:  The 1963 Birmingham Children’s March by Cynthia Levinson 

Four young people work for change in the American civil rights movement. 

 

 

 


