
 

 

 

Save the Dates! 

Cook Hill School 

 

 

Technology in Learning… 

Cook Hill School is continually increasing the use of technology in 
instruction and learning. Last spring and summer, we were able to 
install Smart Boards in two kindergarten classrooms. Recently 6 
Touch It Monitors were installed in classrooms at pre-k, kindergarten, 
first, and second grades. Apple I Pads are being used for universal 
screening and Daily Five opportunities as well. 

January 14, 2016 
Join us at Parker 
Farms for an 
evening of fun 

sponsored by our 
PTO! 

 

 Family Literacy Night… 

January 26, 2016 at 6: 

Join Cook Hill’s Reading 

Committee for an evening of fun. 

We will share a story, activities, and 

hot chocolate in the library! 

W I N T E R  2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  

Season’s 

Greetings 
 

Dear Cook Hill Families, 

 As we approach this 

season of giving, I would like to take a 

moment to thank each and every one 

of you for the privilege to work daily 

with your children. Your trust and 

respect mean more to me than you 

know. Your children are the reason 

for the season! 

 On November 12th we 

celebrated a PROUD moment as we 

invited our local Veterans and their 

families to attend our scheduled town 

meeting. Students greeted our guests, 

read poetry, chants, and sang beautiful 

songs to pay tribute to those who have 

protected our freedom.  Our guests 

were impressed by the honor and 

respect they were shown by the Cook 

Hill community. 

 A special thank you to all 

who have visited the school as a 

mystery reader, volunteer, or as a 

guest in our audience.  Your 

willingness to support our work is 

much appreciated. 

With peace and joy, 

Kristine Friend 

Principal 

PTO Game Night.. 
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Pre-Kindergarten Classes 
Lively Letters are really helping the children recognize letters and letter sounds. Each 
letter has a cute story that helps the children remember their sound. 
 
We love being invited to join the school wide town meetings. 
 
In November we had the parents come into the classroom to help the children create 
Native American vests and headdresses. The children were thankful for their help. 
 
This month the children are learning about holiday traditions for Hanukkah, Christmas and 
Kwanzaa by making crafts, playing games, and learning songs and poems. 
 
We are excited to be participating in the Reading program and look forward to seeing how 
much the students will read for the month of December. 
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 The Kindergarteners continue to work hard in all areas of school.  In 
Writing, the students have been working hard on opinion writing.  Many 
classes have collaborated with Mrs. O'Brien to write about favorite pets as 
well as desserts.  The children have been using their knowledge of letter 
sounds and power words when writing about their ideas.  Details are also 
being added to their story pictures!  In Literacy, the children have been 
working on retelling stories and have been learning to identify characters, 
setting, and events that happen.  The children are continuing to learn many 
new power words, and are meeting in small strategy groups to work on 
power goals.  In Math, the students are learning about 2-D and 3-D 
shapes.  Students learned how to identify and build these shapes using 
various materials.  Many seasonal reindeer, snowmen, and poinsettias were 
made using shapes.  All of the Kindergarten students met in the cafeteria 
to celebrate during a special Thanksgiving Day feast.  Special hats were 
worn while special treats were eaten.  It was a great way for all to come 
together!  We look forward to many more events like this.  

Kindergarten at Cook Hill School 
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Chores for Charity                            $$$$$ 
By: Jessica Harris 
 
Remember, during this holiday season, your family may choose to participate in 
the "Chores for Charity" program. Children will do chores at home, earn 
money for their chores, and then bring it to school to be donated to the 
Wallingford Emergency Shelter. We hope you will consider participating! All 
money is due on Monday, Dec. 21st. 

 

First Grade News 

 

First graders have been working on 2D and 3D shapes in math class.  The 

students have enjoyed composing, categorizing, and creating with pattern 

blocks throughout November and December. Our mathematicians have also 

continued to use math facts and problem-solving strategies.  In language 

arts, the children have been practicing their sight words and decoding 

strategies in both fiction and nonfiction texts.  The students are working on 

retelling stories using character, setting, problem, solution, and sequence of 

events.  First graders have continued to work on personal narratives in 

writing.  We recently worked on writing our “Ouch” stories after reading I 

Broke My Trunk! by Mo Willems.  The students are enjoying learning the 

writing process and telling their “seed” stories with detail.  We recently 

completed our plant unit in science and are looking forward to our next unit 

on weather.  The first grade team wishes everyone a happy holiday.  Spend 

some time snuggled up with a good book over the winter break!   
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News from the Computer Room 

By: Mrs. Waldron 

 This year ALL K-2 students celebrated The Hour of Code in the computer lab during 
Code.Org's international Hour of Code week (December 7-11, 2015).  This event is 
designed to inspire students (and everyone!) to spend one hour learning computer simple 
programming concepts such as sequence and loops (without having to learn complicated 
computer languages).    On Code.Org's website they state that "computer science opens 
more doors for students than any other discipline in today’s world. Learning even the 
basics will help students in virtually any career—from architecture to zoology. Just as we 
teach students how to dissect a frog, or how electricity works, it’s important for every 21st 
century student to have a chance to “dissect an app,” or learn how the Internet 
works."  This event also serves as a preview to the coding unit we will be working on in 
the spring.  We will use resources such as code.org's website as well as floor robots and 
board games to teach these programming concepts.  To learn more about The Hour of 
Code, or to try it yourself, visit www.code.org.  
 

Intervention Cook Hill 
 

Reading and Math Intervention 

 

 The interventionists have been working with Cook Hill’s 

students to support their learning in reading and math.  Students receive this 

extra support in a variety of ways.  Some students come to one of the 

intervention rooms during the day, some students see the interventionists when 

they push-in to each classroom’s ELA block, and some students participate in our 

ELL Morning Meeting.  During our ELL Morning meeting, interventionists 

collaborate with our ELL teacher and Bilingual teacher to develop language skills 

as well as teach reading skills.     

If you would like to gather some new ways to support your child’s learning 

at home, we suggest that you visit our Intervention Central Website.  Just go to 

Cook Hill’s home page and click on the “intervention” link or click here: 

http://www.wallingford.k12.ct.us/page.cfm?p=13766. 

Carolyn Hall 

Liza Kennedy 

Stephanie Rubin 

Cathy D’Agostino 
 

http://code.org/
http://www.code.org/
http://www.wallingford.k12.ct.us/page.cfm?p=13766
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Second Grade News  

 

Our second graders have been very busy readers and writers. We have been working hard on our 

second literacy unit, “Community Heroes”. The children all learned about character traits and have 

been using trait words to describe characters in the books they read and compare them. As readers, 

we have also been focusing on using text evidence to support our ideas about character traits. We 

have also been learning about various community jobs and traits of people who have those jobs.  

As writers, we have been working on narrative writing, specifically personal narrative. We begin by 

brainstorming ideas and then picking a “seed” idea. A seed idea is a small moment in our lives that 

can be turned into a story by stretching it out and recalling all of the details of that event.  As 

writers, we try to use our five senses to gather ideas to add into our writing pieces. 

In math, second graders have been very busy using addition and subtraction within 100 to solve word 

problems. Ask your child about strategies such as using an open number line, decomposing, 

compensation, hundreds chart, and drawing rods and units to solve two digit addition and subtraction 

problems. In addition, second graders are also learning how to solve word problems involving bills, 

quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies. Please be sure to show your child how to make change next 

time you are at the store! Second graders are also learning strategies to fluently add and subtract 

within 20. Please practice at home! 

In science, second graders have completed the Movement in the Sky unit. Their wonderful planet 

projects, which are on display in our school library, are making our school library a wonderful place 

to visit. Recently second graders enjoyed a field trip to the Sheehan High School planetarium where 

they learned about our constellations, sun, moon, and planets. They will soon engage in activities of 

weighing and balancing since we are starting our new science unit soon. 
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Social Worker’s Corner What Do I Say?   By: Liz Hess 
 

When I was parenting young children, I was often amazed and dismayed at how much of my day felt 

like a flurry of grocery shopping, laundry, diapers, and meal preparation. I went back to work when the 
kids were still small and my time with them felt more precious than ever.  So why was it still filled with 

laundry and grocery shopping?  Well, because we needed clean clothes and we needed to eat.   
 

So how do we find time to just be with each other?   I finally figured out that the solution was to double 
up.  In other words, make conversation while folding clean clothes, talk with them in the car on the way 

to the grocery store or while helping them pull toys from beneath the bed.  Brilliant, right?  But then I 
realized I didn’t know what to talk about?  I was a champ at the elbows-off-the-table reminder and is-

your-homework-done, and time-for-pajamas-right-now!  But, how did I get them to open up and tell me 
stuff?  
 

I came across this list of questions, which I kept on the fridge.  Every once in a while I would ask one of 
them while cleaning the kitchen or matching socks or driving to my mother’s house for a visit with 
Grandma.  Sometimes the conversations really went somewhere and sometimes they fizzled out but even 

if all I got was a quick answer, it was a fascinating window into one of my very favorite people.   
 

1 Who's your best friend? 

2 What do you want to be when you grow up? 

3 What’s your favorite football/baseball, etc. team? 

4 If you could have one superpower, what would it be? Why? 

5 What are the five best things about being you? 

6 What’s the funniest thing you've ever seen? 

7 If you had three wishes, what would they be? 

8 What are the best and worst things about mom and dad? 

9 Can you name one thing that scares you? 

10 What do you do when you’re scared to make it less scary? 

11 What’s the nicest thing a friend has ever done for you? 

12 Would you rather give up TV, chocolate or friends? 

13 Who are your three best role models? 

14 Who’s the worst person in the world? 

15 What does heaven look like? 

16 How do you describe me to your friends? 

17 What is the most disgusting thing you can think of? 

18 What is the first thing you can remember? 

19 If you could be anyone in the world for a day, who would it be?  Why? 

20 If you could change one law, what would it be? 

21 What’s the hardest thing about being a child? 

22 If you could time-travel, where and when would you go? 

23 Which five words describe you best – and which five words describe me best? 

24 What’s the most amazing thing you’ve ever heard? 

25 What are three things you've learned today? 
 



 

 

   

ENJOY 

SCHOOL 

VACATION! 

Cook Hill Elementary School 

57 Hall RD 

Wallingford, CT 06492 

203-284-5400 
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FROM THE NURSE: 
 
The cold weather has arrived 
and the heat is on!  
Please remember to dress your 
child appropriately. A warm 
winter coat, hat and gloves for 
outside recess and layered 
clothing for inside as the 
temperatures vary from room to 
room. 
Keeping hydrated is one of the 
best ways to keep your child’s 
skin from drying out so 
remember to send in a water 
bottle and chapstick for those 
chapped lips! 
 

Reading Buddies: 

 At Cook Hill School we foster learning 
partnerships between grade levels. Mrs. Boyce 

and Mrs. Nedinsky met recently to share 

favorite books. The children look forward to 

meeting with their buddies. The 
conversations focused on literacy are 

valuable and informative.  

Cook Hill K-Kids collected items for 
Master’s Manna.  They collected hats, 

mittens, underwear and socks.  Students 
who made a donation were able to wear 
their pajamas on Friday, December 18th.   


