
   
 

  

 

 

 

 

Letters from the Editors-in-Chief 
 

Dear Rock Hillers,  

Happy New Year!  Welcome back!  

During the winter break, my ideal 

way to spend my time off is read 

books all day.  What’s your favorite way to spend your 

time?   I know that it’s hard to come back after the 

break.  I hope you enjoyed your time off! 

    Editor-in-Chief,  

    Chiara    
  

Dear Readers,  

Welcome back from our winter break!  

I hope that you all enjoyed your time 

off.  2015 is here and everyone is off 

to a great start.  This year our club 

has set some New Year’s Resolutions.  I can’t believe 

that March is here and there is still snow on the 

ground!  I don’t know about you, but I am sick of this 

weather, and ready for spring!  

     Sincerely,  

     Julia 
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     Special points of interest: 
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 Awesome Articles! 

No More Snow! 

By Emilie, Kaitlyn, and Breanna, Grade 3 

Are you sick and tired of snow, having to shovel the 

driveway, or slipping on ice?  Moms, we know how 

you feel about your kids getting snow in the house 

and tracking footprints.  You can get stuck in the 

snow and slide, too!  There are so many different 

reasons to be tired of the snow.  This winter has 

been the “mother of all winters”.  Here’s some ad-

vice.  Quit waiting for spring to come and enjoy the 

snow while it’s still here.  When the warm weather 

finally decides to come, you may want the snow 

back! 

We weathered the winter weather and are ready for spring!  Please enjoy 

this combined issue that covers January thru March.     

Happy Reading! 

Above: Drawing by Isabella, grade 4 

At Left:  Drawing by Valerie, grade5 
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Articles of Interest 

The Invention Convention 

By Gianna, grade 5 

When you go to the Inven-

tion Convention, it is amaz-

ing to see all of the talent-

ed inventors and their 

amazing inventions.  I would 

recommend participating 

because if you do, your invention could be discov-

ered!  Also, it’s a lot of fun coming up with some-

thing new and creative as well as being able to 

present it to the judges.  You can also learn a lot 

from other inventions.  Never give up inventing! 

March Madness 

By Kayce, grade 5 

64 teams are preparing for what 

could be the biggest three weeks 

of their lives...to play  some of 

the best teams in the country.  

So what exactly are they getting 

ready to play?  The Men’s NCAA 

Basketball Tournament, also 

known as March Madness.  Some 

of the best college basketball teams in the country will 

be going up against each other.  This year the former 

national champs, UCONN, did not make the tournament.  

Number one Kentucky is going into the tournament un-

defeated.  My pick for the final four are UNC, Ken-

tucky, Duke, and Louisville.  In my personal opinion, 

Kentucky is going to lose in the finals.  I am routing for 

Duke to win it all.  Go Blue Devils! 
The Invention Convention 

By Manav, grade 5 

Do you have great ideas?  Are you creative?  If so, 

the Invention Convention is for you!  This is a fun-

filled long term project for Wallingford students 

who are at least in third grade.  If you take part in 

it, you build and invent something original that 

solves a problem.  While building, you keep an inven-

tion log, which is a booklet that you fill out as you go 

along, describing and explaining the purpose of your 

invention.  This includes how you thought of the idea 

and how you made it.  At the convention, students do 

an oral presentation for the judges.  They score you 

on different criteria.  After the judging, there is an 

awards ceremony where a few inventions are chosen 

to represent Wallingford at the CT State Conven-

tion held in May at UCONN.  The format for the 

state level is similar to the local convention.   

I have participated in the Invention Convention for 

the past two years.  In third grade I invented a 

Lego Sorter, called the LESS, which stands for Lego 

Efficient Sorting System.  The LESS was a sieve-

like device that separated Legos by size.  In fourth 

grade I was recognized at the state convention for 

my invention called the Headset Helper, a device 

that prevents drivers’ headsets from getting tan-

gled while they are driving.   

Good luck to all of the inventors at Rock Hill School 

on building your inventions.  See you at the local con-

vention on March 30th! 

Drawing by Manav, grade 5 

Mrs. Gibertoni’s Class would like 

to thank Mrs. Mrozowski for 

taking time to teach the class 

calligraphy.  Thank you! 
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News Around the Rock 

  Mrs. DiBenedetto 

By Kylie, grade 5 

I recently met with Mrs. DiBenedetto to ask her a 

few questions.  I found that she has been teaching 

for 9 years and in that time she has taught 3rd and 

2nd grade.  She has been teaching since 2006.  She 

loves both grades because of the ages and 2nd 

grade is new and exciting.  She also loves MYB but 

misses Rock Hill former students and colleagues.  

She also said that she is very lucky to be working 

in our sister school! 

Thank you to Macy, Ryan, 

Kayce, and Andrew for taking 

pictures for the paper!      

Great Job! 

The Math-a-Thon 

By Brynlin and Breanna, grade 3 

The Math-a-thon is a fun way to raise money for kids with cancer and other illnesses.  The money goes to the 

St. Jude’s Research Hospital.  All kids in the school can participate.  Can you believe that 72 kids registered? 

All completed notebooks are due on or before March 20th.   Thank you Rock Hill for helping out with such a 

worthy cause.  We hope together as a school we can reach our fundraising goal!  

 
Drawing by Cassie, grade 4 

Drawing by Rachel, grade 5 

Fourth Grade Helps Local Animal Shelter 

By Cassie and Emilia, grade 4 

The 4th grade is getting together for a project to help the animal shelter.  The classes are making dog treats 

and with the help of the school community are donating blankets, dog and cat food, and toys.  They are going 

to present the treats at the school wide town meeting in February to the animal shelter.  We are doing this 

project to help animals in need.  Our school hopes that this helps many needy animals.   

Drawing by Emilia, grade 4 
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In The Spotlight 

Surviving a Severe Peanut Allergy 

 By Rayan, grade 4 

Hi my name is Rayan and when I was 1 1/2 years old, my mom bought ice 

cream from the local ice cream shop.  Knowing how much she loved peanuts, 

she ordered peanut butter and jelly ice cream, which was a brand new fla-

vor on the menu. When we got home, my mom said she sat down with me at 

the kitchen table.  Being so young, naturally I was interested in what she 

had in the bag.  She decided to open up the ice cream container and share 

the treat with me. What happened next still terrifies me to this day. 

My mom noticed my tongue and lips started swelling and my breathing   

suddenly became restricted. I also started vomiting profusely My mom 

held me while she called 911. She had not known I was allergic to anything 

at the time but felt the reaction started immediately after she gave me the peanut butter and jelly ice 

cream. This came as a surprise to her since she had often eaten peanuts while holding me. That was 

also the first time my mom realized I can go into Anaphylaxis shock. I spent the next six years in and 

out of hospital emergency rooms because of my severe peanut allergy.  

 

I was 7 years old when I started a multi-year peanut allergy desensitization program at New 

England Food and Allergy Program (NEFATC) http://www.nefoodallergy.org in West Hartford CT, 

which at the time, was one of the first of its kind. Basically they desensitize kids like me with peanut 

allergies using a procedure known as “oral immunotherapy” (OIT). I was fed small incremental amounts 

of peanut protein every day and then every two weeks, my mom would bring me back so they could mon-

itor me as well as increase my dose. After two years, I was able to participate in the peanut challenge 

where I actually ate a half a peanut butter sandwich. Once you successfully pass your challenge, you 

are then able to take 4 chocolate covered peanuts a day to maintain the peanut desensitization. This 

next month, I will finally be able to take 5 peanuts a day and gradually increase my dose each year. 

 

To some that would sound awesome because it is technically chocolate covered peanuts. To me, it 

was like eating something horrible, but I knew it would help me overcome my allergy and allow me live a 

normal life. The best thing about this program is that I no longer have to read food labels to ensure 

peanuts are not listed in the ingredients and I can finally eat out without living in fear of cross-

contamination. In fact, I can be around my friends at lunch even though they eat peanut butter and 

jelly sandwiches and my mom no longer has to carry around one million Epi-Pens anymore, since she 

knows I purposely eat peanut every week to maintain my body's tolerance for peanuts. Participating in 

this program at NEFATC has truly changed my life. I no longer have anxiety when I am over my friends’ 

houses or whenever we go out to eat. Vacations with my family have been worry free and now my broth-

ers can finally have peanut butter and jelly sandwiches at home, too.  I know there are others students 

like me who also suffer from different types of allergies and not only peanuts. So I wanted to leave 

everyone with some great facts NEFATC has taught me: 

 

You are not weird. You are unique. It quite normal to have an allergy and no one should call you 

weird. In fact I found that my friends were really supportive as well as my teachers, the nurse 

and principal at school.  

Be aware of your environment and don't make assumptions. Always ask an adult or teacher to 

check the labels if you are unsure about the ingredients. Even our good friends who mean well 

can accidentally give you the food you're most allergic to. 

Make others around you aware of your allergy because it is important. I've found that if you 

explain your life-threatening allergies to your friends and family, they are nice enough to wait 

and eat their food at a later time or even offer support.  
 

http://www.nefoodallergy.org
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In The Spotlight 
 

 

 

Talking with Mrs. Hurst 

By Gianna, Manav, and Valerie, grade 5 

 

What inspired you to become a teacher at Rock Hill School?  I come from a very large family.  I 
have a lot of cousins and a younger brother.  I have always been interested in helping my aunts and 
uncles with my cousins and babysitting.  I was inspired to be a teacher through those experiences.  

If you were not a teacher, what would you be doing now?  Another interest that I had when I was 
entering college was in nursing.  I was thinking about being a pediatric nurse, which would allow me 
to work with kids and be in the field of nursing.   

What was your first job and how did it help you to become a teacher?  One of my first jobs was 
working at the mall at a clothing store.  I don’t think that helped me become a teacher.  But I also 
worked at a summer camp for many years while I was in college.  Being able to work with kids in a 
recreational environment helped me  and I applied a lot of what I learned from that job in my 
teaching.   

Have you been a teacher at any other schools before Rock Hill?  Yes.  I taught at Moses Y. Beach.  
I started as a substitute there and then got a job in 5th grade.  I taught there for three years 
before coming here.  I have always taught fifth grade.  

Is this school different than any other schools that you’ve taught at?  Why?  Yes, this school is 
different than others places I have taught because of the layout of the school. We have pods here.  
It is nice to have a small group of classes that share a common area.  This gives us an opportunity 
to collaborate to do activities together.   

What was the funniest moments with Joel and Rosie?  Joel and Rosie have A LOT of funny mo-
ments...Joel being the oldest wanted to know when Rosie was first born if she could have her crib 
outside in the woods rather than in her room :).  Rosie thinks that everything that her brother does 
is funny and keeps us laughing every day! 

 

 

Drawing by Rachel, grade 5 

National Penguin Day 

By Chiara, grade 5 

Did you know that there are hundreds of holi-

days that we don’t even know about?  Monday 

January 20th was National Penguin Awareness 

Day.  On this day, if you adopt a penguin, you 

could save it’s life.  Also, on April 25th, it is 

World Penguin Awareness Day.  On this day, 

we appreciate penguins and what they do for 

us.  Next time the date is 1/20 or 4/25, re-

member that there are holidays that we may 

not even know about. 

Snowy Adventure 

By Callie, Isabella, and Vivian, grade 4 

Mrs. Symansky is teaching students about the historical 

Iditarod dog sled race held in Alaska.  This race has been 

going on for a really long time.  It started when a brave 

dog named Bolto led a dog sled team through the stormy 

Alaskan wilderness in order to bring medicine to cure 

some children who were ill.  It was very interesting to 

track the racers on this  awesome adventure.   
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In The Spotlight 

 

 

 

The Donath Family Barn 

By Callie, grade 3 

   My grandpa built a BIG barn a long time ago in his backyard.  Over the years he has filled it with a great 

deal of antiques. I am going to take you on a tour of the barn through an interview with my grandpa.   Let’s 

see what we find about this amazing place that has restored cars, old gas signs and small model cars just to 

name a few of the things inside. 

Callie:  So when was this barn established?  

Poppy:  It was started in 1978.  That was basically when we moved there. 

Callie:  Did you make any changes since then?  

Poppy:  Yes, I have redone it about four times. 

Callie:  What kind of things do you have in your barn?  

Poppy:  I have a collection of old cars and lots of old gas station signs. I even have a life size fake 
horse!  In the silo there is a piano and a keyboard. I also have many old time gas pumps.  

Callie:  Do many people come and visit the barn?  

Poppy:  Yes, especially since I just rebuilt it. 

Callie:  Why did you build the barn?  

Poppy:  I built it to show the cars I build or also 
for more storage. It is work in progress for about 
30 years! 

So you heard it here! My poppy’s barn is 

something to see because of all the interesting an-

tiques in has in there.  If you ever want to take a 

tour just let me know. My poppy would love to give 

anyone a tour who wants one.  I am sure you would 

love it, too! 

Mrs. Gibertoni Discusses the Book Night Challenges 

By Kylie and Chiara, grade5 

Why do you do the book challenge?  I do book challenges because I think that it is important for 
families to read books together and often times when students are in 5th grade, students and parents 
no longer share books.  Parents often think that students can read them by themselves and this way 
they have to read them together.   

Where do you come up with the books?  I am always looking for books that are written at a 5th grade 
level, but also have a variety of characters and tons of action.  I typically get titles from the Nut-
meg list and from Newberry winning authors.  

What inspires the questions that you give?  I am looking for knowledge based questions.  Questions 
that have an answer directly in the text.  No question can be inferential.  They all have to be who, 
what, when, and where questions.  I am also looking for questions that have a physical part to it so 
we can do the challenges and the activities.   

When did you first start the book night challenge?  I have been doing the book night challenges ever 
since I came to Rock Hill in 2003.  Before that, I also did the book night challenges in Alaska for 5 
years as well.   

How do you feel after every challenge?  I think that the challenges are 
awesome.  I love seeing parents act silly and have to complete the 
physical challenges.  I am thrilled that parents are working on books 
with their kids. 

Do the parents ever win the whole night?  I think that it’s fair to say 
that there may be some score “tampering” that happens.  Have the par-
ents ever totally won?  Yes, that has happened.  However, everyone is a 
winner at the book night challenge because we are having fun! 
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Sports 

The Spectacular NFL and College Football 

Playoffs 

By Manav and Daniel, grade 5 

What an action packed NFL and College Football 

Playoff Year!  All the best teams are head to head in 

competition.  The Oregon Ducks are playing the Ohio 

State Buckeyes for the National Championship.   It will 

be a breath taking game that everyone will enjoy.    

In the NFL, the Patriots beat the Colts and will face 

the Seahawks  (who beat the Packers) in the Super 

Bowl.  We think this will be a fantastic game! 

(Since writing this article, both games have been 

played.  Ohio State took home 

the championship in college, 

while the Patriots are Super 

Bowl Champs!) 

How Many Ducks? 

By Dori and Vivian, grade 4 

How many ducks can you win?  Rock Hill Elementary 

School is participating in the Jump Rope for Heart 

fundraiser.  This raises money for children with 

heart disabilities.  This has been going on for over 

30 years.  Everyone in school was sent home a packet 

to inform them of everything they need to know in 

order to participate.  

Any amount of money 

raised is a big help!  As 

you raise money, you 

can win prizes.  Jumping 

rope keeps your heart 

healthy!  Have fun and 

start jumping! 

The Amazing Cricket World Cup! 

By Zunera, grade 3 

Wow!  The Cricket World Cup is going on!  Cricket is a sport with batters, ballers, and fielders.  When the 

bowler throws the ball, the batsman hits it with the bat. But if the batsman misses the ball and it hits one of 

the wickets (one of three sticks behind the batsman), they are out.  If a fielder catches the ball the batsman 

is also out and a new player comes to bat.  Now that you know some of the rules, let’s talk about the World 

Cup.  Before each game they play the National Anthems of the teams.  Some teams in the cup are Pakistan, 

Bangladesh, Ireland, England, India, and the West Indies.  I think that the most interesting game was when 

Pakistan played India.  India won.  I saw the trophy and it looks amazing!  It has the world in it and it is made 

out of gold!  I hope you enjoyed reading about Cricket! 

Age Group Championships 

By Mitchell. Grade 5 

“Take your mark.  Go!”  This was the age group champion-

ships for Connecticut.  The fastest swimmers in the state 

were all there. Some 10 year olds can swim 50 yards in 25 

seconds!  The meet was hosted by Wesleyan University.  

This meet was so important to some swimmers, that they 

wore swim suits worth $200-$300.   The meet was spread 

out over four days.   The Cheshire Sea Dogs won the entire 

meet.   

The American Athletic Conference 

Championships 

By Daniel and Jack, grade 5 

UCONN played SMU last week for the cham-

pionship, where SMU won 62-54.  Marcus Ken-

nedy led his team to victory with 15 points and 

6 rebounds.  Rodney Purvis for UCONN scored 

29 points.  With the win, SMU punched their 

ticket into the NCAA tournament.  UCONN 

will be heading to the NIT after being national 

champions one year ago.     

Drawing by Callie, grade 4 
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In The Spotlight 

A Trip To A Far Away Land: Morocco 

By Yasmina, grade 4 

Everything looked different.  As soon as I walked off the plane I noticed that 

I was so far away from Connecticut.  There seemed to be cars and traffic eve-

rywhere!  Even the air seemed different.  Some people dressed like me and 

some had a scarf on their head, long dresses, and shoes made out of leather 

with a point in the front.  Most of the people in Morocco however, wear the 

clothes that we wear here in the United States.  While many people speak Eng-

lish, people in Morocco also speak Arabic and French. 

The first time that I went to Morocco with my mother, father, brother, and 

sister, we stayed at my grandparents’ house in Nouasseur.  Their house is really cool.  My grandfather told us 

that  their house has a lot of history.  It was built by Americans when there was a war against the French.  

The house also has an amazing garden.  This is where we play and have barbeques.   

The next city that we went to is called Casablanca.  It is very busy and reminds me of New York City.  We 

went to many outdoor shops and bought silver jewelry and Moroccan dresses that we wear during special holi-

days.  We also went to the Moroccan Mall.  It was just built and is huge!  It has many stores that we have 

here like Gap and American Eagle.  It also has an aquarium and an IMAX theater.  I could spend hours in that 

mall.   

After spending a few days in Casablanca, we were off to another city called Tangier.  This is in the northern 

part of Morocco.  It is close to Spain.  In Tangier we got to go to several beaches.  I collected many differ-

ent seashells and rocks.  After visiting there, we traveled to Marrakesh.  It is so exciting there!  We went to 

a very famous place called Jemaa el-Fnaa.  It is a marketplace that is outside.  There were many animals such 

as snakes, monkeys, and birds.  My father decided to take a picture of us with the cool monkeys.  One monkey 

decided to take my bread that I was eating from my hand.  At first I was scared.  Then my siblings and I 

started cracking up because it was funny.  I also got to see shows where kids were doing amazing acrobatic 

flips.   

In Marrakesh it gets really hot.  One drink that is famous is freshly squeezed orange juice.  We all got a re-

ally big cup of it and it was made right in front of us!  Later I got to dance with Berber dancers that have 

musical instruments.   

Our next stop was to a really cool hotel in Jeddah called Mazagan Beach Resort.  The architecture of the 

building is amazing.  The windows were curved.  They had indoor and outdoor pools with water slides, a kids’ 

club, golf, and a casino.  At night they had a belly dancing show by the pool and we ate really good Moroccan 

food.  My favorite was a traditional think fried dough called msemen.  It can be eaten with butter, honey, 

cream cheese, or anything else you choose.  When we left the resort, I got to ride a camel.  I was nervous at 

first but being up that high was awesome. 

The last place that we went to was Fez.  This is a small city in the middle of Morocco.  In Fez, we visited a 

place that makes leather.  It was so cool to see how it is made but it smelled awful because of the colors 

they use to make jackets and sofas.  In Fez, we also bought a kettle to make Moroccan tea with.  Then it was 

time to go home.  I was upset to leave because I had a great trip.  I wished that we could have stayed there 

longer.  At the airport all of my cousins were crying because they were going to miss us.  They gave my sister 

and me silver necklaces with a Moroccan hand.  They are really pretty!  I hope that I can visit my family 

again.  We had an amazing time in Morocco! 
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Creativity  
 

 

 

Thank you Mrs. Symansky for helping the school keep track of the Iditarod! 

Brain Teasers 

By Nathaniel, grade 4 

1. Cole, Hannah, and Denny are siblings.  Find out how old each is by reading the clues below: 

Cole is five years older than Hannah 

Cole is seven years younger than Denny 

Denny is four times as old as Hannah 

2. Using only addition, can you add all 8’s and get the number 1000?  

3. Two girls were born at the same time yet they are not twins.  How?   

4. Pronounced as one letter, but written with three, only two different letters are used to make me.  I’m 

double, I’m single, I’m black, blue, and grey.  I’m read from both ends, and same either way.   

5. A man enters an art museum and is interested in one picture.  The museum curator asks the man why he 

is so interested.  He says, “Brothers and sisters I have none, but that man’s father is my father’s son.”  

Who is in the painting?” 

(*Answers are at the bottom of the page.) 

Answers 

1. Cole is 9, Hannah is 4, Denny is 16 

2. 888+88+8+8+8 

3. They are triplets 

4. Eye 

5. The man is looking at a picture of himself. 
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Spring Fashion Alert 

By Sofia, grade 3 

Want to impress your friends with your awesome fash-

ion sense?  Well then you want to keep reading!  This 

article tells you how to stay on trend for spring! 

*Trend Alert!  Maxi dresses are in this season. 

*Bright pink shirts are so cute! 

*Scarves are in! 

*Bold print makes the cut! 

*Jean shorts are trendy this season. 

*Bedazzled headbands are awesome! 

Creativity At Work 

Drawing by Emilia, grade 4 

Our New Year’s Resolutions 

Brynlin – to help people in need 

Kaitlyn – to work on my math facts and read 
more fluently 

Emilie – to read harder books and learn cursive 

Mrs. Jarrin – to read more often 

Ms. Bourassa – to do more random acts of kind-
ness for people that I don’t know 

Mr. Faiella – to increase my contributions both in 
time and money 

Mrs. Hurst – to find more time to read and relax 
with my family on the weekends 

Mrs. Banach – to exercise more 

Manav -  to make friends, do well in school, and 
have a happy, healthy year 

Valerie – to get better grades in school and to take better care of myself 

Mrs. Gattilia – to eat more healthy food than I already do, and try yoga 

Mrs. Marinelli – to get to the gym more than three times a week 

Mrs. Carignan – to try to cut down on eating chocolate 

Ms. Smirnoff -  to be more organized 

Mr. Brophy – to always be kind to others 

Ms. Conlan – to do a better job at teaching writing 

Mrs. Galluzo – to make a better effort in going to 
the gym 

Mrs. Sartori – to unplug from technology when I am 
spending time with my family 

Emilia – to help with the dog more 

Chiara – to hug a baby penguin 

Mitchell – To make it to Florida in swimming 

Manav – a happy and healthy year 

Rachel – to have some family bonding time 

Gianna – to be happy 

Mrs. Macunas – to cook more homemade meals 

Ms. Adams – to eat healthier foods 
Drawing by Ally, grade 5 

Drawing by Rachel, grade 5 
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Club Members At Work 


