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MARK T. SHEEHAN HIGH SCHOOL 
 

PTAC 

Minutes of Meeting:  June 4, 2015 
 

 

In Attendance:  Ms. Burns, Ms. DeVince, Mr. Dirkson, Ms. Distante, Ms. Dow, Ms. Duthie, Ms. 

Eaton-Soto, Ms. Forselius, Ms. French, Ms. Koepfer, Mr. Marciano, Ms. Mellor, Ms. Riley-

McCracken, Ms. Nation, Ms. Penczynzyn, Ms. Ryan, Mr. Wiesen 
 

The meeting convened at 6:36 p.m. 

 

The minutes from the May 2015 meeting were read.  Motion to accept—Ms. Burns; Second—

Ms. Mellor. 

 

The first order of business was the election of officers for the upcoming school year.  After a 

brief discussion, the following individuals were elected: 

 

 Chairperson     Jenni French 

Vice-Chairperson    Lisa Ryan 

Representative to System-wide PTAC Beth Raccio 

 

There was no interest in the Representative to PPS PTAC position and it was decided that the 

council would attempt to fill the vacancy at the September 2015 meeting.  

 

Information from the May System-wide PTAC meeting provided by Ms. Raccio via email was 

shared and discussed.  The conversation focused on the 2015 – 2016 budget, specifically the 

implementation of several strategic plan items – full day kindergarten, expansion of the Certified 

Nursing Assistant Program, new staff positions (District School Counseling Coordinator and a 

second College and Career Coordinator).  Ms. Duthie addressed the council’s concerns that a 

counselor position would be eliminated at each high school.  She also reviewed Sheehan’s 

staffing for the upcoming year.  Details follow:  

 

Innovation Team Melanie Montagnon will continue to participate on the Innovation Team and will 
have a reduced teaching assignment 

Capstone The Capstone pilot continues next year with two sections of the class being taught.  
Sue Hudson & Amy Rogers will teach these classes.  They both originally had a full 
schedule in their subject area.  Adjustments were made so they could add this 
course to their schedules. 

Athletics A part-time clerk will be hired to work with Chris Dailey.  Where this person will be 
housed still needs to be determined. 

College & Career 
Coordinator 

Plans are in place to hire a second College & Career Coordinator.  This person will 
be split between Lyman Hall and Sheehan.  The new coordinator and Kim 
McLaughlin will have slightly different job functions. 

ELL It is anticipated that Sheehan will have a full time ESL teacher, but that has not 
been confirmed in writing at this time. 

English Plans are in place to hire a part-time teacher for two classes.  This is a 2/6 position. 

Family & 
Consumer Science 

Denise Payton will be teaching a course for students in the EEP program.  The 
students will report to the cooking room at 8:00 a.m. each day and return to the 
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EEP wing at 8:42 a.m. during the fall semester. 

Math The number of sections in math has been reduced causing a change in staffing.  
Michele Dwyer will return to full time status and Corri Davies will teach at Lyman 
Hall next year. 

School Counseling The Board of Education is discussing the hiring of a district director of school 
counseling – a position that has been listed in the Strategic Plan.  Recent 
conversations have also included reducing the number of counselors at each high 
school.  The social worker vacancy caused by Pam Krombel’s retirement will be 
filled with a school psychologist. 

Science The process has started to hire a physics teacher (due to Deb Young’s retirement).  
The planetarium teacher position is not being continued next year.  Sandy Hudson 
is returning to the classroom full time.  This, coupled with a reduction is sections, 
causes Carrie Hawkins to be displaced to Lyman Hall.  We do have one class 
hanging that will be offered as a sixth assignment to a teacher. 

Social Studies A long-term sub will be hired to teach one social studies class. 

World Language One teacher will be offered a sixth class. 

 

In response to a parent question, Mr. Dirkson provided some feedback concerning the 

administration of the SBAC exam, which went smoothly.  The students appeared to take the 

exam more seriously than they did the previous year.  Mr. Dirkson also reminded the group that 

scoring a level 2 or higher on the SBAC exam is a graduation requirement. 

 

Ms. Duthie announced an opportunity for parents to provide feedback to the State Department of 

Education on the new science standards that was brought to her attention by Ms. Tammy Raccio.  

The meetings were scheduled during the day, which presented a challenge. 

 

Mr. Marciano updated the parents on the status of next year’s schedule.  The counselors are 

currently resolving conflicts after which the schedule will be published.  He also reported that 

class sizes are relatively balanced at 23/24 students. 

 

Ms. Duthie wished everyone in attendance a relaxing and enjoyable summer before the meeting 

concluded. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  


