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MARK T. SHEEHAN HIGH SCHOOL 
 

PTAC 

Minutes of Meeting:  March 16, 2015 
 

 

In Attendance:  Mr. Daly, Mr. Dirkson, Ms. Duthie, Ms. French, Mr. Marciano, Ms. Riley-

McCracken, Ms. Montagnon, Ms. Murphy, Ms. Nation, Ms. Penczynzyn, Ms. Raccio, Ms. Ryan, 

Ms. Schlick, Mr. Wiesen 
 

The meeting convened at 6:35 p.m. 

 

Mr. Daly and Ms. Montagnon joined the meeting to provide an update on the work of the high 

school Innovation Team.  This is the second year that they have been involved in this initiative, 

which is focused on four key areas:  Mastery-Based Learning, Credit Recovery, Bridge 

Academy, and The Capstone Experience.  They both offered an explanation of the work being 

done and also distributed a handout that defined each area.   

 

Mastery-based learning refers to the knowledge and skills students need to know by graduation.  

Grading is based on students’ success in achieving a standard rather than on the current 100-

point grading scale.  Mastery of content is assessed separately from habits of work (i.e., 

collaboration, diligence) to provide clarity to the work being done by students in each of their 

classes.  Currently, a group comprised of K-12 and district staff is working on creating these 

“graduation standards.”  Mr. Daly and Ms. Montagnon shared a draft copy of the Habits of Work 

rubric that is being piloted in some high school classrooms.  The rubric is used by students to 

self-assess and by teachers to provide feedback.  In some cases, the score students receive on the 

Habits of Work rubric qualifies the students to revise and resubmit their work. 

 

This is the second year that the credit recovery program has been offered to students in Algebra 1 

and Literary Themes and Genres (English 1).  Revisions were made to this year’s program based 

on our experiences from last year.  It is felt that the improvements made will allow the credit 

recovery teachers to better address the content and skill deficiencies of the students in the 

program.  Moving forward, we would like to add the credit recovery option for U.S. Government 

& Politics.  Ms. Duthie submitted a special proposal with the 2015 – 2016 budget to do so.  A 

question and answer discussion took place concerning the logistics of the credit recovery 

program as well as the number of students involved. 

 

The Capstone Experience allows students to apply their learning beyond the high school 

curriculum.  Capstone is currently being piloted with juniors at both high schools.  The juniors 

participated in a course during the fall semester that addressed research, presentation, writing, 

and problem solving skills.  This semester, the juniors have time to independently work on their 

projects (usually a topic of personal interest), which they will formally present to an audience in 

late April.  Two current projects were given as examples:  a 5K run to benefit the National 

Kidney Foundation and a charity art auction for Children in Placement.  Ms. Duthie described 

the DuPont Challenge Science Essay Competition and asked if it would be suitable for a 

capstone project.  It was.  The Capstone Experience pilot will continue next year.  It is hoped that 

two classes will run at each high school.  Capstone is expected to be a graduation requirement for 

the class of 2018 and beyond. 
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The Bridge Academy is designed to ease the transition to high school and was implemented in 

August 2014 for a small group of students.  The program worked well and will be refined based 

on teacher and student feedback.  A question was raised as to whether this program could be 

offered to students entering from schools other than Moran or Dag, such as Holy Trinity or 

magnet schools.  Mr. Daly and Ms. Montagnon will bring this question forward as plans are 

made for this summer’s program. 

 

The PTAC members thanked Mr. Daly and Ms. Montagnon for sharing an update on their work 

and then continued with their regular meeting. 

 

The minutes from the February 2015 meeting were read and a revision was suggested to clarify a 

statement concerning the invitation to the grade 8 parents on the Moran PTAC and PTO.  Motion 

to accept—Ms. Ryan; Second—Ms. Raccio. 

 

Ms. Raccio provided the group with an update from System-wide PTAC.  Current discussions 

are focused on course selection opportunities at the high school level, particularly as they relate 

to honors courses, a law and liability program for parents, a prom pledge campaign, and budget 

related email blasts sent to parents from the superintendent.  A subcommittee of System-wide 

PTAC, in conjunction with Youth & Social Services and the Coalition for a Better Wallingford, 

is designing a program on the legal and liability issues surrounding underage drinking.  The 

intent is to provide parents with the facts concerning social hosting liability.  The Prom Pledge is 

a voluntary promise to not engage in risky behavior on prom night, such as alcohol or drug use, 

texting, and driving, etc.  The signed pledge, supported by the classes of 2015 and 2016, would 

be submitted when student purchase their prom tickets.  A street banner—Wallingford Supports 

an Alcohol Free Prom Night—Take the Pledge—is also planned.  Mr. Marciano shared the 

school’s pre-prom assembly on distracted driving that will be presented to juniors and seniors on 

April 7, 2015.  

   

Mr. Dirkson shared with the members a PTAC that he plans to develop an FAQ sheet concerning 

the 21
st
 Century Expectations for Student Learning and distributed some questions he felt should 

be included.  The parents indicated the importance of students gaining a better understanding of 

the expectations, which need to be addressed by the teachers in the classroom.  They also 

recommended that the expectations be a topic of conversation at parent conferences as well as 

Open House.  Mr. Dirkson thanked the parents for their input. 

 

Towards the end of the meeting, Ms. Duthie asked the membership if they would like to meet 

again on April 2, 2015.  It was decided that an April PTAC meeting would not be held.  The 

group will next meet on May 7. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.  


