
Midterm Exams:  January 21—January 26 

Study Tips for Students 

 Begin studying at least one week, preferably two, before 

your exams begin. 

 Set aside certain hours each day for studying.  Keep the 

same schedule regularly day to day. 

 Study in a suitable place—the same place every day.  It 

should be a quiet place free from distractions. 

 Don’t force yourself to study beyond your normal limits 

of concentration.  Short and regular study periods are 

more productive than lengthy single sessions. 

Midterm exams will be administered 

Thursday, January 21 through Tuesday, 

January 26, 2016.  Exams are given in 

all courses except physical education, 

reading and math intervention. 
 

The following special bell schedule will 

be in effect: 
 

                         Session I       Session II 

Exam Date     7:30—9:30    9:50—11:55 

Thurs., 1/21     1A   2A                   

Fri., 1/22     3A   4A 

Mon., 1/25     1B   2B 

Tues., 1/26     3B   4B                 
          

Should it be necessary to delay the 

opening of school on any of the exam 

days, the bell schedule will be adjusted 

as follows: 
 

Session I 9:05—11:10 

Session II 11:30—1:30 
 

If school is cancelled due to inclement 

weather, the schedule will be advanced 

to the next day.  For example:  if school 

is closed on Friday, January 22, the ex-

ams for periods 3A and 4A would be ad-

Upcoming Events: 

 Assembly Schedule:  

Ithacappella Concert, 

Jan. 12 

 Advisory Schedule, 

Jan. 15 

 Martin Luther King 

Day, Jan. 18, School 

Closed 

 Half-Day Schedule, 

Jan. 20 

 Midterm Exams, Jan.      

21 through Jan. 26, 

Special Bell Schedule 

 Semester 2 Begins, 

Jan. 27 

 Advisory Schedule, 

Jan. 29 

 Report Cards Mailed 

Home, Feb. 3 

 Cap & Gown Orders, 

Feb. 4, Cafe A (snow 

date Feb. 5) 

 PTAC Meeting, Feb. 

4, 6:30 p.m., LMC 

 Advisory Schedule, 

Feb. 5 
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ministered on Monday, January 25. 
 

Please note: 
 

 Lunch is not served during exams. 

 Seniors who have achieved a mini-

mum average of 90 (A–) in a semes-

ter course are exempt from the final 

exam. 

 Bus dismissal is 12:05 p.m. on Janu-

ary 21 through January 26. 

 Parents must notify the school if 

their son/daughter will be absent 

from an exam.  Absent students will 

be denied make-up privileges unless 

a call is received from a parent. 

 Students are to schedule make-up 

appointments with their teachers. 

 Students do not have to report to 

school unless they are scheduled for 

an exam. 

 For classes that meet daily, stu-

dents will take their exam during 

the A-day period. 

 The exam schedule may be adjusted 

depending on the number of school 

closings between now and January 

21. 

Wishing you the happiest of new years. 

It’s time to study for 

midterm and final 

exams.  Teachers are 

available for extra-help. 
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 Principal’s Newsletter 
 
 

 Rosemary Duthie      Gregory J. Dirkson, Justin Marciano 
 Principal       Assistant Principals 

 

Mark T. Sheehan 
High School 

provides a challenging 
and supportive 

environment that inspires 
students to be critical 

thinkers, effective 
communicators, and 

responsible, contributing 
members of a dynamic 

global society. 



Principal’s Newsletter 

The following new courses will be 

offered during the upcoming school 

year: 
 

Advanced Algebra with Financial 

Applications G:  Financial Algebra 

is an algebra-based, applications-

oriented, technology dependent full 

year course that requires Algebra 1 

and Geometry as a prerequisite. 

The course addresses college pre-

paratory mathematics topics from 

Advanced Algebra, Statistics, Prob-

ability, Precalculus, and Calculus 

under seven financial umbrellas: 

Banking, Investing and Modeling a 

Business, Employment and Income 

Taxes, Automobile Ownership, In-

dependent Living, Retirement Plan-

ning, and Household Budgeting. 

Students use a variety of problem 

solving skills and strategies in real-

world contexts. The mathematics 

topics contained in this course are 

introduced, developed, and applied 

in an as-needed format in the finan-

cial settings covered.  (For students 

in grades 11 and 12.)   
 

Controversies in Today’s Society:    

This semester length course intro-

duces students to complex and con-

troversial issues faced by the Unit-

ed States today. Students will uti-

lize a range of sources providing 

historical context and multiple per-

spectives on each issue as they de-

velop fundamental research, argu-

ment writing, and debate skills. 

Topics for this course might in-

clude: environmental protection, 

civil liberties and rights, sports, 

health care, U.S. policy, human 

rights, national security, and social 

media.  (For students in grades 11 

and 12.) 
 

Senior Seminar in English Lan-

guage H/A:  This course will focus 

on a wide variety of both literary 

and informational texts.  In addi-

tion to composing a personal narra-

tive, students will be engaged in 

research and presentation, as well 

as argumentative and analytical 

writing.  (For students in grade 12.)  
 

Senior Seminar in English Lan-

guage G/B:  This course will focus 

on reading skills and strategies, 

vocational exploration, as well as 

presentation and writing skills.  In 
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addition to composing a personal 

narrative, students will be engaged 

in research and informational writ-

ing.  
 

Mythology and Monsters: This 

course will explore mythology from 

a variety of cultures as well as con-

sider why monsters persist among 

cultures and over time.  Students 

will examine themes and narratives 

that emphasize the importance of 

mythical elements to the modern 

world.  (For students in grade 12.) 
 

Life, Love, Death, and Immortality: 

This course allows students to ex-

plore the transient nature of life 

and love and the possibilities for 

rebirth, remembrance, renewal, and 

the philosophical ideology of immor-

tality.  (For students in grade 12.) 

 

NB:  The new offerings in the Eng-

lish Department are all semester 

length courses.  Seniors are re-

quired to take one of the Senior 

Seminar courses paired with either 

Mythology and Monsters or Life, 

Love, Death, and Immortality. 

Cap and Gown Info         Scheduling Process Underway 

                        

Members of the Class of 2016 will be 

measured for their caps and gowns 

on Thursday, February 4 (snow date 

February 5). Cap and gown measure-

ments will be taken in Cafe A from 

8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  At this time, 

seniors will also select which color 

gown they will wear at commence-

ment — burgundy or white. 
 

In addition, seniors will be required 

to pay for their caps and gowns at 

this time.  The cost of a cap and 

gown is $18.25.  Additional tassels 

can be purchased for $3.00.  Checks 

or money orders are to be made pay-

able to University Cap & Gown Co., 

Inc. 
 

Seniors will be measured 

for their caps and gowns 

during study hall and 

lunch. 

The course selection process for the 2016-2017 

school year is underway.  Teachers are present-

ly discussing recommendations for students 

with the School Counseling Department.  Grade 

level assemblies, hosted by the school counse-

lors, will be held in February and March to pro-

vide students in grades 9 through 11 with an 

overview of the scheduling process.   
 

These assemblies are followed with individual 

counseling sessions.  Counselors meet with each 

student to plan an appropriate program for the 

next school year.  Additional information con-

cerning course scheduling will be sent home lat-

er this month.  As always, the school counselors 

are available to answer any questions concern-

ing this process and to discuss individual plan-

ning for your son/daughter. 


