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Cook Hill School
57 Hall Rd. Wallingford, CT 06492

Dear Families,
We are off to a great start to the 2016-2017 school year! We have
adopted a new PROUD pledge and plan to use it to reinforce respectful and
responsible behavior throughout the school in all settings. Students are
asked to reflect on their behavior choices and think about what they might
do differently the next time. They are most excited by the roaring that
takes place daily at the end of the pledge!
We held our first Cook Hill Town Meeting in the gym. Ms. O’Connell’s
class led the greeting. Mrs. Brazauski’s class recited poems about friendship
and individuality. Mrs. DiStefano’s class acted out skits and sang a song to
introduce our new buddy bench! We are thankful to the PTO for this special
gift. In October we will be hosting visitors from SKOW and a musician! We
will also hold Parent Teacher Conferences and a Scholastic Book Fair,
sponsored by the PTO.
Thank you for sharing your children with us!
Yours truly,
Kristine

Save the Date!
Parent
Conferences

Veteran’s Day
Celebration

October 26th, 58pm

November 10th,
9:15 am

November 1st, 58pm

PTAC/PTO
October 4th at 6:30
and 7:30 pm
December 6th at
6:30 and 7:30 pm
Cook Hill Library

System Wide PTAC
http://www.wallingfordswptac.com
/search/label/20162017%20Meeting%20Dates

Pre K Classes with Mrs. Kell
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The Pre-K classes have been busy learning about the
rules and routines of the school. This month our themes
have included All About Me, Friendship and Autumn.
They have learned several fun and silly Autumn
poems. The students are excited about reciting the
Lively Letters and can tell the story that goes with each
letter learned as well as the sound that they make. The
children enjoy going to all of the specials. They are
learning to be kind and considerate and they are
making good friends.

The kindergarten students have been doing a great job learning the rules and
routines! The teachers are so proud of how great they are doing! Students are
participating in our daily morning meetings. During this time the students greet
one another using eye contact, have a chance to share, and participate in an
activity before starting their day.
In language arts, the students are working on identifying the different parts
of a book. Students have learned about the front and back cover, title, author,
illustrator, and title page. We have also been working hard on learning all of the
letters and sounds as well as some beginning sight words. The students are
working so hard with these and are doing a great job! When reading at home with
your child have them look for sight words in the books that you are reading.
In writing, the students are beginning to write short sentences. They are also
working on drawing pictures to tell a story.
In math, we have been working on identifying numbers 0-10. Students are
practicing showing multiple ways to make each number. We have also been
learning about ten frames and how to represent a number on them.
In science, the students have been learning about the five senses. The
kindergarteners have had the opportunity to use their sense of sight, sound, smell,
touch, and taste to observe and describe different objects in the classroom. Have
your child use their senses to describe items around the house.
The kindergarteners have done a great job and are making so many new friends.
Keep up the great work kindergarteners!
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Kindergarten students were
building their reading stamina!
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The PTO has purchased books to support
the Books For Babies program. Students
are invited down to the library to choose 2
books to bring home to their brand new
sibling. We hope these books will be just a
part of an enriching home library. Nothing
predicts future reading success better
than being read to regularly in the first
years of life, especially by a big brother or
big sister! Here is a picture of preschooler
Alexsa Buzak reading to her new baby
sister.

WE ARE PROUD!

https://youtube/u8
n3ofR1mSY
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Introducing the Cook Hill Buddy Bench
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We are so excited to have this new “buddy bench” on our school
playground! Mrs. DiStefano’s students role-played the way we might
use it… “If your best friend is absent and you need a friend…”

THANK YOU PTO!
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Grade One

Wow!!! The first grade teachers are very excited about all that the students
have been learning this new school year. It seems so long ago that their beautiful
smiling faces entered our first grade classrooms for the first time. The students have
worked hard to learn our new school P.R.O.U.D rules and body movements. They
especially love the ROAR part!
During our literacy time, students have been exposed to sight words, word
families and blends. Students are also working on strategies that they can use for
unknown words. These strategies include catchy names like Chunky Monkey and
Eagle Eye. Students are also working on their reading stamina.
In math, the first graders have begun this school year with an addition and
subtraction unit to 20. They practiced using many different strategies to find the
correct answer. They also are working on automaticity with their math facts to 10.
We are so PROUD of their progress and look with excitement for the rest of the
year!
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Grade Two
What a terrific start to our new school year our second grade students have
had! They have realized that they are now the oldest students at Cook Hill
School! They certainly have been very busy engaging in a variety of activities.
In math, second grade students have been developing a base ten
understanding. They have constructed three-digit numbers and identified their
value. Our second graders soon discovered that using place value manipulatives
help in understanding hundreds, tens, and ones. They have composed and
decomposed ones, tens, and hundreds and have traded ten ones for a ten and ten
tens for a hundred. Using pennies, dimes, and dollars has been fun and helpful
in understanding three-digit numbers.
In language arts, second grade students have enjoyed reading fictional
selections and are able to identify story elements such as the major events,
problem, solution, and author’s message with text evidence. Writing time has
been spent in writing personal narratives. The students are learning that writing
small moment stories is the best way to grab their reader’s attention. Sharing
their personal narratives with each other has been a lot of fun and a good way to
learn about each other.
Our science unit is Movement in the Sky. The students are learning about the
earth, sun, moon, stars, and planets. Soon they will attend a field trip to the
planetarium at Sheehan High School to learn even more about movement in the
sky.
In a few weeks, second grade students also will visit the Wallingford Public
Library. There they will take a tour of the children’s department and learn about
the many resources at the library. Hopefully after learning about these resources,
they will visit the library frequently throughout this school year and be very
motivated readers. It certainly has been busy in second grade!
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Did You Know?
Cook Hill students read 2,591 books this summer!
We have also sent home 6 books to new babies in our Cook Hill
community!
October 2nd is National Custodian Appreciation Day! We are so
thankful to have Mr. Raffles and Mr. Dave at Cook Hill School!

Officer Turner visiting Ms.
LaMonica’s second grade class~
Our second year of the “Cops in
the Classroom” program. We are
excited to welcome our Wallingford
Police officers into our second grade
classrooms.
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Reading and Math Intervention
The interventionists work with Cook Hill’s
students to support their learning in reading and math. Students can
qualify for academic intervention support throughout the year. During
intervention, students build their foundational skills in reading by building
phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, phonics and word study.
They work on reading power words quickly since power words represent
“67 percent of the words encountered in text for students.”
In math, students work on developing number sense, place value and
computation skills. During intervention, students are engaged in active
learning and scientifically researched based strategies. In addition to
that, we are using a math program called Moving with Math. All of this will
help each child meet their math goals.
Please set aside 15-20 minutes each night to help your child practice
letters & letter sounds, power words, math facts and try to read with your
child daily. Your support at home is an integral part of your child’s
success.
Carolyn Hall
Liza Kennedy
Stephanie Rubin
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Contact us at 203-284-5400 with
any questions and concerns!

