Wallingford
Public Schools
To inspire through innovative and engaging experiences that lead
all learners to pursue and discover their personal best.

Operational Plan
Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan

2021-2022
Version 1.3

Wallingford Public Schools is committed to offering all students a safe and academically satisfying in-person
learning experience this fall, five days per week. Our goal is to make the learning experience as “normal” as
possible for students and staff members. Additional changes may be needed when/if such guidance is
provided by state and/or local officials.
The following plan is an updated version of the original plan completed in August 2020. The contents of the
Plan follows all guidelines and expectations of the State of Connecticut and the Connecticut Department of
Public Health and has been reviewed by Steve Civitelli, Director of Public Health, Town of Wallingford.

Rev. 2.23.22

1

Student and Staff Safety
Provisions for student and staff safety are based on the requirements and guidelines set forth by the Connecticut
Commissioner of Education, Governor, U. S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Connecticut Department
of Public Health. Wallingford Public Schools is in compliance with the CT Department of Health’s Guidelines for the
cleaning and disinfection of schools. All plans were reviewed and approved by the Director of the Wallingford Health
Department.

Wallingford Public Schools
Winter 2021 - 2022 Operating Guidelines
Adult and Student
Masks (School
Grounds)

Notes. . . .

● Student and staff masks will be optional for all while on school
grounds beginning on Monday, February, 28th.
● Mask wearing, while welcome, will not be enforced by the schools
unless the Commissioners of Education and Early Education, in
consultation with the Commissioner of Public Health issues the
requirement for masks in schools. Should such an Order be issued,
Wallingford Public Schools will once again enforce wearing masks
for students and staff.
● Should a localized outbreak of the virus occur, Wallingford Public
Schools may elect to reinstate the mask requirement for all
students and staff. This determination will be made in
collaboration with local health officials.

Transportation

● Student masks will be optional for all while riding on a school bus.
● Wallingford Public Schools encourages all bus eligible students to
utilize the transportation for arrival and dismissal to reduce the
congestion of parent drop-offs.

CDC Order
Regarding Mask
Wearing on
Transportation

Personal Protective ● Gloves, face shields, and gowns will be available upon request and
Equipment (PPE)
as appropriate to the person’s role.
● Schools will have back up disposable masks available for students
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and staff who request them.
Social Distancing
Requirements
Hand Washing and
Hand Sanitizing

● Students and staff members will exercise social distancing to the
extent possible in all areas of the school.
● Hand sanitizer bottles will be available throughout the school
building.
● Students may not bring hand sanitizer to school.
● Hand washing will continue to be expected throughout the school
day.

COVID
Vaccinations

● Wallingford Public Schools, in collaboration with the Wallingford
Health Department, will provide families and staff with updated
locations for vaccination clinics within the community.
● Families are encouraged to provide the school nurse with a copy of
their child’s vaccination card.
● Staff is encouraged to provide proof of vaccination to the personnel
department and/or the school nurse.

Illness

● Students and staff should stay home and inform the school nurse if
they are sick. Parents should fill out the School Attendance Form
identifying the reason the child is out of school.

BOE Policy IKB ~
Homework

● Board of Education Policy IKB details the specific protocol to follow
to request class assignments in the event of an absence from school
Morning Health
Screening
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● In the event that your child has any symptoms associated with
COVID, please do not send him/her to school. Contact your health
care provider and school nurse for further information and next

List of Symptoms
Associated with
COVID
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steps.
Sick Isolation
Rooms

● A sick health office (isolation room) has been identified in each
school. Anyone presenting with COVID-19 symptoms in any school
will be assessed by the school nurse and if warranted sent
immediately to the “sick health office.”
● The sick office will be staffed with an adult to monitor anyone in
this office and appropriate PPE will be supplied to the monitor.
When dismissed to home, parents/guardians are requested to have
a plan in place to pick up any student immediately.
● The school nurse will require students who have COVID-19 -like
symptoms to wear a mask when visiting the school nurse and sick
health office.

Isolation Protocols
for COVID Positive
(Suspected)
Students and Staff

● School health offices have rapid at-home tests that can be sent
home to any family who suspects that a child or adult may be
infected with COVID-19.
● Students who test positive for COVID-19 must be isolated from
school for 5 days from the onset of symptoms or 5 days after testing
if asymptomatic.
●

Students may return on day 6 if there are no symptoms. However,
it is still recommended by the Department of Public Health and the
CDC that students who have tested positive wear masks during
days 6-10 after their return to school.

● Athletes will be subject to all CIAC guidelines following a
COVID-19 case.
Cleaning and
Disinfecting
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● Wallingford Public Schools is in compliance with the CT
Department of Health’s Guidelines for the cleaning and
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disinfection of schools.
● A cleaning and disinfecting plan for our schools has been
developed that identifies which areas require only cleaning, which
areas require cleaning and disinfection, a schedule for cleaning
and disinfection, which cleaning and disinfection products are
needed, what personal protective equipment (PPE) is needed, and
the person responsible for the cleaning and disinfection. This plan
reflects the following guidelines from the CT Department of Health
(DPH):
○ Daily routine cleaning will occur in occupied areas of the
schools and buses.
○ Daily cleaning and disinfection will occur in restrooms,
health offices, isolation rooms, and known exposure areas.
○ Appropriate cleaning and disinfection products have been
procured for our facilities that comply with the Connecticut
School Green Cleaning Law.
○ Staff are trained in the proper use of cleaning and
disinfection products.
Signage

● All signs and messages related to stopping the spread of COVID will
be accessible for students with disabilities and in languages
appropriate for the school population.
● This includes:
○ posting signs in highly visible locations (e.g., school
entrances, staff areas, and restrooms) that promote
everyday protective measures, and providing instruction
related to properly washing hands.
○ posting signs near sinks reminding students and staff to
wash hands after using the restroom.
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Other Facility
Considerations
(Ventilation and
Water Systems
Maintenance)

● Ventilation systems throughout the district have been assessed for
optimal performance. Maintenance and setting adjustments have
been made to accommodate any determined need for additional
ventilation.
● School Staff will be encouraged to open windows whenever
possible except in those cases where students with health
conditions might be adversely affected.
● Window fans that blow air into a room or free-standing fans that
only serve to circulate existing air around a room should not be
used.
● The use of central and split AC systems is allowed. AC exhaust fans
must exhaust toward the ceiling.
● Water systems throughout the district are in compliance with the
CT DPH Return to Service Guidance for Building Water Systems
guidelines.

Educational Opportunities for Students
Wallingford Public Schools is eager to get students back in classrooms and back to learning with their teachers and
peers on a full-time basis. We want to transition students back in a meaningful manner in which we can review their
present academic understanding and move forward with new instruction.

Wallingford Public Schools
Winter 2021 - 2022 Operating Guidelines
Learning Model

● All students will continue full in-person instruction for
the remainder of the 2021-2022 school year.

Notes. . . .
Medical Documentation for
Homebound Instruction

● Voluntary distance teaching and learning continues to not
be an option for students and teachers for the 2021-2022
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school year.
● Students requiring an alternative learning environment
due to a severely compromised immune system of their
own or an immediate family member living within the
same household and/or a high level of medical needs may
qualify for homebound instruction. In the case where a
student requires homebound instruction, a PPT/504
meeting will be held to determine the student’s
educational program.
Homeschooling

● If you choose not to have your child attend school in
person, homeschooling is an option for families.
● Families who wish to homeschool will need to withdraw
their students from school. Students are allowed to
officially re-enroll at any time.

The Connecticut State
Department of Education
guidelines can be found here:
Connecticut State Guidelines
for Homeschooling.

● If you intend to homeschool, your child will not have
access to district curriculum, resources, technology, and
any school offered extra-curricular activities including
athletics.
Attendance

● All students will attend school in person each school day.
● When a student is absent from school, the school and
teacher will make missed work available.
● To help minimize the use of paper and streamline our
district process, each family will continue to use the
school’s online form for providing absence notes,
documentation for late arrivals, and requests for early
dismissals.

Visitors to Schools
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Attendance will follow
established Board of
Education Policy # 5113 and
corresponding Connecticut
State Statutes.

● Schools will communicate expectations for all visitors
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prior to their arrival at school.
Services for Special ● Special Education and related services will occur as
Populations
outlined in each student’s IEP.
● Planning and Placement teams will continually evaluate
student progress. In cases of extended quarantine periods,
teams will consider the impact of COVID-19 on student
progress. If an individual situation arose where a student
requires recovery services, the Planning and Placement
team will discuss the method of delivery of such services.
School Meals

● The federal government has established that regular
school meals will continue to be free of cost for all
students in the 2021-2022 school year. This does not
include a la carte items.
● All families are encouraged to continue to fill out Free and
Reduced Lunch Applications if applicable.
● All students will eat in the cafeteria and will be distanced
to the extent practicable.

Instructional
Materials and
Technology

Free and Reduced Lunch
Application can be found
here:
F/R Lunch App English
Aplicación por Almuerzo
Gratis/del Precio Reducido

● Instructional materials may be shared by members of the
classroom as appropriate.
● Students will maintain proper handwashing and hand
sanitizing after using shared materials.
● Wallingford Public Schools continues to provide
instructional technology to all students in grades K-12.
○ Middle and High school students will continue to
take their devices home each day.
○ Elementary students will be assigned their own
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device to use in school and will have them
available in the event of a required quarantine.
Athletics

● All winter and spring sports programming will follow the
guidelines provided by the Connecticut Interscholastic
Athletic Conference (CIAC) in accordance with local and
state health department requirements.

The CIAC guidelines for
Winter and Spring sports
were released and can be
found here.

● Masks are not required at any outdoor practices and
competitions.
● Masks are not required for student-athletes and officials
while participating in indoor competitions and practices.
● Student-athletics, coaches, officials, game workers, and
spectators will follow mask permissions and restrictions
issued by the facilities in which the events occur.
After-School
Programming

● After-school clubs will run as usual with appropriate
safety protocols in place.
● YMCA Before and After Care programming will continue
in our elementary schools. Their protocols for safety and
wellness will be provided to participating families.

Field Trips

● All field trips must be approved by the building
administrator and reviewed by the Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction.
● Approval will be made on a case-by-case basis and will be
based on the nature of the trip, the ability to maintain
layered mitigation strategies, and the location to which
students are traveling.
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Instruction for
Isolated/
Quarantined
Students

● Students will have access to classroom assignments in
Seesaw for grades K-2 and Google classroom for grades
3-12.

Social and Emotional Well Being of Students
Wallingford Public Schools wants to provide a rigorous, engaging academic experience for all students, we also know
that we must address their social and emotional needs and those of the staff as well. We plan to continue to provide a
wide range of district and school-based services and resources to assist in the transition back to school for everyone.

Wallingford Public Schools
Winter 2021 - 2022 Operating Guidelines
Mental and
Emotional Health

Notes. . . .

● The middle and primary schools will work with the Center
for Great Expectations in Nurtured Heart and
de-escalation strategies. In addition to staff participation
in training, 4 parent training sessions will be offered.
● Child Guidance of Meriden is providing staff support
groups in the fall.
● Schoolwide programs across the district (i.e Advisory,
Responsive Classroom, and Second Step) provide
students with key instruction in social-emotional skills.

DESSA
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● Each student in grades kindergarten through 12 will
participate in the DESSA (Aperature’s Social-Emotional
Universal Screener). Teachers of students in grades K-8
will conduct a universal screener in the fall and spring.
Students in grades 9-12 will engage in a reflection of their
own social and emotional strengths in the fall and spring.
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Communication and Mutual Support
Communication will be essential for all of us to successfully navigate these new times in which we live. We will
continue to communicate regularly from the District and school levels. Your support is critical as we work tirelessly to
ensure a safe educational learning environment for students and staff.

Wallingford Public Schools
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PowerSchool
Parent Portal

Notes. . . .

● The parent portal is an excellent way to monitor your
child’s attendance and progress in school.
● Parents at the middle and high school level can view their
child’s assignments and grades on an on-going basis.
● Report cards for all students Kindergarten through Grade
12 are delivered through the parent portal.
● All families must update the demographic information in
PowerSchool before the school year begins. This includes
current address, phone/cell numbers, email, emergency
contacts, and residency verification if needed.
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