
Mark T. Sheehan High School 
 

PTAC  
Minutes of Meeting:  March 2, 2017 

 
 
In attendance: Ms. Brozyna, Mr. Dirkson, Ms. Duthie, Ms. Koepfer, Ms. Lavalette, Mr. Morosky,              
Ms. Nehez, Ms. Palange, Ms. Sabo, Mr. Wiesen 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. The minutes from the February meeting were read                 
and accepted by Ms. Duthie and seconded by Ms. Palange. 
 
Ms. Duthie introduced the main topic for the evening, student leadership, and asked the              
members to share information they found concerning opportunities for students in this area.             
(Earlier in the school year, the Council selected this topic as their project of interest.) Ms.                
Koepfer conducted an online search and found a leadership opportunity specifically designed            
for freshmen called the START Conference. She explained that it is a residential conference              
held on a college campus in Massachusetts. There is a cost associated with the program. She                
sent the link to Ms. Mansfield (https://www.sltp.info/Start.html). Ms. Duthie shared that CAS will             
also provide leadership opportunities for students, which are held in state.  
 
Ms. Sabo talked about Boys/Girls state and the leadership opportunities that involves. Ms.             
Lavalette shared her experience with the program and its initial costs. Model U.N. and              
Wesleyan courses were also mentioned by Ms. Sabo. Ms. Palange mentioned that teachers             
also receive information that is shared with students, but those programs tend to be quite               
expensive. 
 
Mr. Dirkson shared information about a program he has arranged for April 5, 2017, with guest                
speaker Ed Gerety. The major themes of the program include: the power of respect and               
responsibility, the impact of choices and decisions, being thankful, and how students can make              
a difference. Three sessions will be offered during the day. Two of the sessions are assembly                
programs for the student body and the third will focus on leadership training for 80-100 students.                
Ms. Sabo said it was a great opportunity to target underclassmen. Mr. Dirkson posed the               
question as to how students should be selected for the training session. Do we use a random                 
selection? Should teachers provide a list? Ms. Lavalette shared an idea about doing an              
application and include a book talk as a requirement. After a brief discussion, it was decided to                 
ask the staff to nominate students and make selections so as to have 30 freshmen, 30                
sophomores, 30 juniors, and 10 seniors attend the session. Ms. Duthie invited parents from              
PTAC to attend the presentation. 
 
System-wide PTAC Update: A Moran student presented his Capstone project to SWPTAC. Ms.             
Lavalette provided information about the student’s presentation concerning share tables. During           
lunch, students can place food items that they do not want on a table and other students can                  
take what they like. There are legal restrictions as to what can be shared, but items that cannot                  
be shared can be donated to Masters Manna so that nothing goes to waste. Ms. Sabo talked                 
about the great job the student from Moran did with his presentation. A state representative was                
also at the meeting and discussed the state guidelines for student lunches. Ms. Lavalette              
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explained that Food Service is operating in the red and the district is going out to bid to explore                   
options. The next SWPTAC meeting is March 21. 
 
Mr. Marciano talked about scheduling briefly. By the end of April he hopes to know what                
courses will be offered so that he can build the master schedule in May. This will allow the                  
counselors time in June to address any scheduling issues before school closes. Ms. Duthie              
informed everyone that the last day of school is currently June 13. 
 
Ms. Lavalette asked about how we can increase the number of parents who attend PTAC. Ms.                
Sabo mentioned about highlighting a specific agenda item and providing more information to try              
and entice parents. It was also suggested that calls be made to personally invite parents to the                 
meeting. Ms. Sabo asked about inviting a few students to the April meeting to speak about what                 
they learned at the leadership program.  
 
The meeting concluded with the door prize drawing. Ms. Koepfer was the lucky winner and               
received two tickets to the Sheehan spring musical, Beauty and the Beast.  
 
Ms. Palange made a motion to adjourn at 7:41 p.m. Seconded by all. 
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