
Mark T. Sheehan High School 
 

PTAC 
Minutes of Meeting: October 5, 2017 

 
In attendance: Ms. Bloom, Ms. Brozyna, Mr. Dirkson, Ms. DiDominico, Ms. Duthie, Ms. Frank,              
Mr. Ives, Mr. Lambert, Ms. Lee, Ms. Mansfield, Ms. Miller, Mr. Morosky, Ms. Morrison, Ms.               
Palange, Ms. Raccio, Ms. Sabo, Ms. Vastakis, Mr. Wiesen 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. 
 
The May 2017 minutes were read and amended to indicate that both parents and teachers               
attended the NESSC conference. The minutes were accepted as amended by Ms. Miller and              
seconded by Ms. Brozyna. 
 
Ms. Raccio asked about the reduction of meetings and the streaming of meetings live. Ms.               
Mansfield explained that lowering the number of meetings but not limiting the information that              
was shared was discussed last year. Regarding the live stream, Sheehan PTAC discussed that              
it would be something to begin at the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year. The focus was on                  
adding more connectivity for parents to be a part of the meeting. The conversation of making                
the meetings live streamed was added to the agenda. 
 
Ms. Sabo shared that when she reported at SWPTAC about the live stream, it was met with                 
some concern because there are no other schools who take part in it. Ms. Mansfield shared that                 
this was a test and meant to capitalize on the excitement that people had to other live events                  
that had been broadcast from Sheehan. Ms. Mansfield suggested that we find more information              
on the precedent of this in other districts or nationwide committees. Ms. Raccio also shared that                
during one of the Instructional Committee meetings the topic was brought up and it was felt that                 
it was appropriate to share a live event when there is a presentation at PTAC. To make an                  
informed decision we need to consider the purpose for sharing and livestream and protect the               
parents who want to comment without any attention as has been the practice in the past.  
 
Ms. Duthie commended bringing the concerns forward and determine the ways in which we              
should incorporate this idea and whether it is appropriate. Ms. Mansfield reminded those             
present that this was a way to bring more parents to the group, increase attendance, but this is                  
not at the expense of making parents or a parent uncomfortable. It was suggested that the                
discussion be tabled until we have more information and then a vote can be taken and bylaws                 
could be adjusted if needed. Ms. Raccio suggested that we work on this with the Lyman Hall                 
PTAC as well so that we both follow the same protocol. 
 
Open House for Prospective Families: 
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Ms. Duthie explained the plan for the October 12 event and asked that a member of PTAC be                  
there to address the families who visit. Ms. Raccio suggested Ms. Yoder who has a history of                 
speaking at events such as this. A parent will be determined at the end of the meeting. 
 
Topics for Future Meetings: 
Ms. Bloom raised the topic about Varsity Scholar and the changes regarding the cumulative              
GPA eligibility criterion (from 3.7 to 3.9). Ms. Duthie explained that the change in the GPA was                 
made when the current seniors were in eighth grade. The change was made in the Spring in                 
2014 and was reflective of changes in the GPA calculation and that it was shared then and has                  
been in the student handbook, which is available on the school website, since the change. Ms.                
Duthie explained that there are two periods where the determination is made: at the end of the                 
first semester of a student’s senior year and at the end of eight semesters (immediately prior to                 
graduation).  
 
Ms. Mansfield suggested that there be an update on standards and goals for students as they                
are approaching the upper levels but for all students as well. Parents shared that there needs to                 
be more consistency in terms of how things change because there have been instances when               
some items take a while and others happen quickly. Ms. Duthie suggested that there be a                
reminder for parents/students regarding all the awards and recognitions that are within and             
outside of the school. Ms. Raccio suggested that even a video could be made and shared with                 
parents. 
 
Ms. Mansfield suggested that we invite Youth and Social Services to talk about the jobs that are                 
available for students through the organization. Additional suggestions for future topics included:            
an update on mastery-based learning, internships and job shadows, school climate, and            
NEASC. 
 
SWPTAC Update: 
Ms. Lee shared an update from the last System-wide PTAC meeting: 

● Civility policy draft was discussed and relates to teachers, students, and parents            
regarding how to speak properly in person and via electronic communications especially            
on social media. The draft policy stress the need for respect. 

● Lunch was discussed regarding what defines a lunch. Ms. Raccio shared that there will              
be a survey sent out regarding school lunch and that there will be a chance for students                 
to share their voice. It was suggested that we invite the food service director to bring                
samples to PTAC for parents to taste and comment as well. Ms. Mansfield shared that               
there has been some feedback that the lunches are perceived as being a little juvenile               
for the high school students. Mr. Ives commented that he has been tasked with              
publicizing the food service menu and items and that food service will be having a guest                
chef in mid-October. 

● Dress code will continue to be discussed as the plan continues to be updated to ensure                
Title IX compliance (gender neutral language). 
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● There are two buses that have cameras on them to monitor those cars that pass when                
the lights are on (Redflex system). 

● Suggestions for subcommittees of any kind for SWPTAC in case there was a focus that               
parents wanted to have for the district. Ms. Duthie stated that the focus of the last                
subcommittee was on making appropriate decisions as parents regarding hosting parties           
(legal issues/liability). Ms. Raccio shared that there was a lot of conversation about             
bullying in the district and a committee to look at this could be effective. Ms. Mansfield                
suggested that there be an update in the future about the legal possibilities and risks for                
parents and students regarding drinking and the upcoming school events. Ms. Raccio            
suggested using Greg Allen who created the PowerPoint presentation previously. He           
may be able to come back again. 

● Ms. Raccio shared that there were 126 Parent Choice Award nominations for 94             
teachers and 8 of the teachers were from Sheehan. The central office administrators will              
notify the teachers during American Education Week in November and then the            
ceremony will follow at the end of the month. 

 
Community Service Hours: 
Ms. Mansfield wanted to talk about the existing process for community service and the options               
that are available at the school and the community level. Ms. Raccio shared that the law                
changed in CT in that students who accumulate more than 50 hours can get recognized upon                
graduation. Additionally, discussion was had surrounding the President’s Volunteer Service          
Award, which is awarded by the town based on service hours served within a 12-month time                
period. Ms. Duthie shared that our counselors are tasked with obtaining and sharing information              
about our students with Youth and Social Services. Ms. Raccio shared that Craig Turner feels               
that many students are not doing enough or following through with the validating of their service                
hours and are thereby missing out on this recognition. PTAC supports and looks forward to the                
extra recognition at graduation should it be approved by the BOE and looks forward to more                
information. 
 
Other 
No other questions or topics were presented. 
 
Door prize (two complimentary tickets to the fall drama production) was awarded to Ms.              
Palange. 
 
Next meeting is Thursday, December 7, 2017. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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